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Galatians 

Background  
Synagogues found outside the boundaries of Palestine are generally a sign of Jewish migration.  
There are three primary explanations for the migration of Jewish communities outside the 
Palestine region: natural migration (self-relocation), post-captivity resettlement (such as the 
Assyrian and Babylonian migrations), or forced resettlement resulting from expulsion or 
persecution. 

The presence of a synagogue in Galatia [Antioch/Iconium] (Acts 13:14, 14:1-7) suggests that it 
was a refuge city for Jews who fled to the region as a result of post-captivity resettlement (II 
Chronicles 36:22/II Kings 17:5) or expulsion (Acts 8:1, 12:1-2, 11:19-20, 13:14-50, 19:20-22; 
*Antiochus IV, 171 BCE).    

Primary Teaching theme: Admonishment against Another Gospel - (Doctrine of Correction)  

The Church at Galatia was the progeny of the Apostle Paul.  As the founder, he was their first 
teacher.  Years after the Church's inception, they were persuaded to follow and trust another 
gospel, foreign to the truth they learned from the founding Apostle.  

The issue of following false teachings and doctrine is an example of the most significant 
challenge faced by the early Church.   The Church faced persecution because of orthodox Jews 
opposed to belief in the Messiah and the Romans, who found it advantageous in the early years 
of the Church to disrupt the movement that could be used to offset Rome’s political agenda.  
However, those challenges could not upend the movement and its integrity in the manner that 
false teachers and heresy threatened to disrupt and potentially destroy.  

In the regions outside Jerusalem, false teachers posing as “truth” teachers and representatives of 
the Church were abundant.  Many of the Gentile believers were already new to the concept of a 
monotheistic (one God) belief system.  Gentiles were adjusting their theology and adapting 
culturally to Jewish norms and nuances. These conditions made Churches like Galatia vulnerable 
to new personalities showing up to misrepresent the gospel. 

The Apostle admonished Galatia not to fall prey to perversions of the true gospel.  It concerned 
him that the Church lacked the tenacity to remain faithful to the original doctrine. Any man who 
approaches the Church with a different gospel, identifying any teaching that does not reflect the 
doctrine already received, should be considered cursed. If individuals already known to the 
Church or an Angel from heaven arrive and preach a different gospel, they should also be 
considered cursed. 
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The Apostle over-emphasized the necessity for the Church to continue practicing the word and 
doctrine they had already received.  The instructions are important for today's Church, which 
exists in a society that values trends and celebrates the departure from tradition. It is challenging 
for the Church to remain relevant without sacrificing its reliance on fundamental truth.  

The letter to Galatia indicates that previous warnings to effect correction had already been made, 
and the Church had been non-responsive.  The Apostle criticizes them as being foolish for not 
obeying the truth.  He labeled them as being bewitched, under the influence of deception.   
(Galatians 3) 

When people stray away from the truth, they become less disciplined and open to convenient 
liberal options they previously avoided.  The Apostle cautioned them not to confuse liberty in 
Christ to justify the pursuit of liberty to satisfy their flesh. (Galatians 5) 

 


